
Inspection of Collingwood Under Fives 
Pre-school
Collingwood Road, South Woodham Ferrers, Chelmsford, Essex CM3 5YJ

Inspection date: 18 September 2025

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Staff greet children with a warm welcome as they arrive. Children show a strong 
sense of belonging. They hang their coats on pegs and look for their favourite 
activities. Staff are reassuring and supportive to new children, helping them settle 
in. Children confidently express their preferences and independently choose what 
they would like to play with. Staff support and guide children's learning by asking 
them questions during activities. Children talk about filling moulds with sand and 
what it looks like when it is tipped out. Staff ask children what they see. They reply 
'it has bones', when they fill a dinosaur-shaped mould, for instance.

Staff encourage children to keep trying when things do not go as planned. Children 
show immense pride in their successes and achievements. Children enjoy playing 
together and are very respectful towards each other. They work together, making 
marks with brushes and water in the garden. They say, 'I am making a circle', and 
'I am making a square', as they draw on the ground. Children negotiate taking 
turns when using the play equipment and share resources with their friends. Staff 
praise children and are excellent role models. As a result, children's behaviour is 
exemplary. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff know what children need to learn next. They plan the environment 
effectively to support children's learning. Children play in the home corner and 
enjoy dressing up. They act out roles and enjoy learning about people who help 
us, such as firefighters and dentists. This learning is extended when a fire 
engine and a dentist visit the setting, for instance. This helps children to learn 
more about the world. 

n Staff support children's physical development. Children practise their skills in the 
garden during outdoor play. They climb and run with confidence and share the 
see-saw with their friends. Children instruct each other to 'go' and 'stop', 
negotiating roles during their play. Staff encourage children to keep trying when, 
at first, they don't succeed. For example, children use scissors to cut out shapes 
with paper. Children exclaim, 'I did it', when they are successful, showing a 
genuine sense of pride.   

n Children follow routines well and develop their independence skills. Children 
learn to brush their teeth by watching staff. They wash their hands before meals 
and pour their own drinks. They enjoy mealtimes where staff promote and 
discuss healthy food choices. However, these times of the day are not always 
planned sufficiently well as part of the curriculum to continue children's learning 
and development through all times of the day. 

n Children demonstrate excellent behaviour. Staff praise children and encourage 
them to show kindness to others. Children celebrate cultural events that are 
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meaningful to them and their families. They share these experiences with their 
friends and they learn about the lives of others. 

n Children develop and demonstrate mature language skills. Staff's skilful teaching 
supports children well, encouraging them to engage in thoughtful conversations, 
for instance. Staff plan an environment and curriculum that is rich in language 
and values every child. This helps all children to become confident in their 
communications.

n Staff build strong bonds with children and their families. They give parents 
plenty of information about their children's learning. Parents notice the good 
progress their children make, especially in their communication and social 
development. staff share guidance with parents on supporting their children's 
learning at home. 

n Leaders provide excellent support for practitioners and conduct regular 
supervision meetings. Staff enjoy their roles and feel well supported as valued 
members of the team. They attend training to enhance their teaching skills. 
Leaders work closely with local schools and attend meetings to share ideas with 
other professionals. This helps to improve outcomes for all children. 

n Leaders use additional funding well to support individual children, such as those 
with special educational needs and/or disabilities. Staff work with families and 
other professionals to create effective support plans for children. This ensures 
children gain valuable experiences that enhance their development and well-
being. As a result, all children make good progress in their learning and 
development. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n plan routine times of the day, such as mealtimes, to support children's learning 
and development more effectively. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number 508760

Local authority Essex

Inspection number 10399542

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 5

Total number of places 22

Number of children on roll 34

Name of registered person
Collingwood Under Fives Pre-School 
Committee

Registered person unique 
reference number RP519078

Telephone number 07855 885484

Date of previous inspection 5 December 2019

Information about this early years setting

Collingwood Under Fives Pre-school registered in 1999 and is located in South 
Woodham Ferrers. The pre-school employs 10 members of childcare staff. Of these, 
nine hold early years qualifications at levels 2 and 3, and one holds qualified 
teacher status. The pre-school opens from Monday to Friday during term time. 
Sessions are from 8.30am until 3.30pm and the lunch club is open between 
11.30am and 12.30pm. The pre-school offers government funded places for 
childcare and early education.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Linda Cranny
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Inspection activities

n Leaders discussed the intent of their curriculum during a learning walk with the 
inspector. 

n The inspector carried out a joint observation of a group activity with the 
manager. 

n Leaders shared documentation, including evidence of staff suitability and training 
certificates, with the inspector.

n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 
account of their views. 

n The inspector talked to several parents during the inspection. 
n A leadership and management discussion took place between leaders and the 

inspector. 
n The inspector observed the quality of education and teaching, indoors and 

outdoors, and assessed the impact of this on children's development and 
learning. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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